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Purpose of Report To propose an amendment to the Authority’s Scheme of 
Delegation to enable Members to have an input into 
decisions made by the Authority, as landowner, on long term 
and permanent leases, licenses, easements and wayleaves on 
Authority owned land.

Single Integrated 
Assessment

N/A

List of  Enclosures Encl 1. Proposed Amendments to the Scheme of 
Delegation

Public Interest Test N/A

Recommendation(s) To agree the proposed amendments to the Part VI of 
the Scheme of Delegation as set out in Enclosure 1 to 
this report. 

1.1 Introduction or Background

Members will recall that at the December meeting of the National Park Authority, 
Members deferred consideration of an approach made by an owner of land adjoining 
that owned by the NPA who wished to build a micro-hydro system on their land to 
supply green energy to their property.  The deferral was made on the basis that 
Members felt that further work was needed to assess the scheme to ensure the 
Authority’s interests, as the owner of the land on which the intake and penstock would 
be located, were protected.  The water needed to feed the turbine would need to come 
from water sources on land owned by the National Park Authority and Members 



expressed the view that they should have an involvement any landowner considerations 
in such instances.

At the same time, the scheme will require planning planning in order to proceed.  As 
the Authority is also the Planning Authority for the National Park, it is necessary to 
separate decisions taken by the Authority as landowner with those made through the 
development control process. And at present no clear mechanism exists to separate out 
the two functions.

1.2 Proposals

Under the current Scheme of Delegation the Chief Executive has existing powers (after 
consultation with the Chair and Deputy of the Authority) in relation to freehold and 
leasehold interests and also temporary licenses and consents but these apply in limited 
circumstances and are not applicable in relation to the request received.

In order to allow the opportunity for broader Member involvement in scrutinising the 
merits of this and similar future schemes as landowner, in parallel to any consideration 
of the scheme as Planning Authority, it is proposed that Part VI of the Scheme of 
Delegation is amended as set out in Enclosure 1.

1.3 Implications

The proposed revision to the Scheme of Delegation will allow Members to have an 
involvement in the consideration of significant proposals affecting the Authority’s 
landholdings while also allowing the Authority to respond to requests for long term 
and/or permanent leases, licenses and easements in a professional and timely manner 
which takes account of its responsibilities as Planning Authority.  It will also open up the 
opportunity for Members to consider other income generation proposals on Authority 
owned land.

While the proposed composition of the Member Group may appear to limit the number 
of Members who would be able to scrutinise any such scheme, it is necessary to retain 
separation of functions where any proposals require planning consent, as the latter 
would be scrutinised by all Members of the PAROW committee.  Broadening 
membership of the Member Group would mean that those additional Members involved 
would have to absent themselves from any consideration of a scheme at PAROW 
committee.



1.4 Risk

If the proposed amendment to Scheme of delegation is not approved then there will be 
a delay in considering the implications of the proposed scheme and proposals in future 
as Members cannot not consider landowner issues at NPA and then the planning 
implications at PAROW as there would be the risk of challenge that the Members had a 
pre-determined view.

 1.5    Conclusion

This addition to the Scheme of Delegation would enable greater Member involvement in 
key landowner decisions and also allow the Authority to make professional and timely 
decisions in response to requests for long term and permanent leases, licenses, 
easements and wayleaves on Authority land. 

It also opens up potential for Members to be involved in proposals for further income 
generation opportunities on Authority owned land and to ensure that such opportunities 
are consistent with the Authority’s priorities and purposes.

RECOMMENDATION(S):  

To agree the proposed amendments to the Part VI of the Scheme of 
Delegation as set out in Enclosure 1 to this report. 


